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SEMS Band & Choir Newsletter 

April 
4/20 High School Director Meeting for  

 parents and students @ 6:30 p.m.  

 Meeting Registration Link   
 

4/24 GEB/Winds Audition recordings due 

4/27 Winds Google Meet with Mr. Galante 

May 
5/7 Zoom Meeting with President’s Own Band 

 Conductor (for students interested in learning 

 march styles in Sousa music) @ 7:00 p.m.  

COVID-19 Message 
We hope that this newsletter finds everyone well during 
this unpredictable time.  Everyone seems to be doing well 
with the new distance learning program. We will be sure to 
do our best to keep you as informed as possible.   
 
Ms. Kossler and Mrs. McInnis have developed some fun 
content and new experiences for our band and choir stu-
dents to keep them engaged and learning.  We hope you 
are  hearing great things about these from your students. 
   
If you haven’t had a chance or didn’t see the email from 
Ms. Kossler last week, it is copied below.  If you have any 
further questions, please email the band or choir booster 
or your student’s teacher. 
 
Stay well!  We miss you all! 
-Your Band & Choir Boosters 

Platforms & Projects from Ms. Kossler & Mrs. McInnis: 
Google Classroom: By this point every student should be signed up for the google classrooms for all subjects. This 
will be the main platform for information and materials while in distance learning. If your student needs the code please let me 
know.  

Flipgrid: We will be using flipgrid as a way to gather recordings of the students playing through music and other pro-
jects. Some of the music we have been working on will be turned into the virtual bands, like many of you I’m sure have seen 
online.  

Smartmusic: Beginning Band- We will still be using this as a practice tool to work on music assignments. GEB/Winds- We will 
use this as a practice tool and means of letting you explore new music as you please.  

Breezin Thru Theory: This program will be used to help assist students in their learning of music theory which we will 
go over in our band class google chats weekly.  

Compositions: Students will have the opportunity to compose music every week and if they want, perform it during our class 
chat times. Some students have already started arranging and composing on their off time. For students that are more invovled 
with the composing part of music, they will have options of having students from the bands perform thier compositions on flipgrid 
and create performance videos of their music.  

Sectionals: Between 11:30am-1pm everyday there are sectionals for various instruments and levels of players. This is optional 
extra time to work with coaches and directors in small group settings to ask questions about instrument specific details.   

Individual Help by Appointment: Between 1pm-3pm everyday certain coaches or directors are open for individual help with 
students. These will be 30 minutes time slots at first come first serve. All appointments will be made by email.  

Master Classes: This is open to all levels. Throughout the time we are in distance learning we are scheduling certain 
instrument master classes. Instrumental master classes are a focus on one instrument on one area of music. Students will learn 
concepts and develop musical skills with college professors and professional musicians, as well as some of our districts music 
coaches and band directors. A schedule will be out in the next day or two.  

I  hope this email helps you understand all the great things we have coming up for our band students and please let me know if 
you need anything else. Also attached is our updated Band schedule and Music Message of the Week. Take care and I can ’t 
wait to see all the kids this week. 

Music Message: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=frX8OsWu1Lw 

 Ms. Kossler 

Weekly Music Messages: 
Please watch for the Weekly Music Message 
each week.  There will be very helpful infor-
mation discussed at the beginning of each 
week for parents and students.  This week’s 
music message:   Monday Music Message 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1TFhwHS8sBRftuFN4Py_iKdbCuP-n_UV2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=frX8OsWu1Lw
https://drive.google.com/open?id=10yaSsSX1r_TVSOLty1W_qQXUePrWwGDe


2 

The Note          April/May 2020 

SEMS Band & Choir Newsletter 

 

 

 

Band Distance Learning Schedule: 
Explanation in last week’s Monday Music Message (@ 10:05)  https://www.youtube.com/watch?

A Message from your Booster Presidents: 

Music Families,  

We hope this message finds you and your family happy, healthy and adjusting to this new routine. Usually our booster team takes time 
to get to know many of you at our end of the year events (i.e. Coffee Concerts, and awards night) and even host a meet and greet to 
inform you about what the boosters do. Unfortunately, current circumstances have prevented us from being able to host such events 
and have left us thinking of other creative ways to support the music program AND recruit new boosters too! Maybe you can help? 

If you are interested in helping us in any way (this year or next) please reach out to us or the directors directly. If you have an out of 
the box fundraising idea, we’d love to hear it! We know many families are stretched extra thin right now, so we’d love to hear of alter-
native avenues for funding! Similarly, if you find yourself with an extra chunk of time on your hands right now we could use help with 
grant writing and virtual fundraising ideas. These are things that could help us greatly in this time of distance - researching grant 
writing techniques or finding music grants we are eligible for.  

 As a booster board, one of our main objectives is to supplement the funding our district generously provides in order to share more 
unique opportunities for our band and choir students. As you can see from the detailed list of optional activities, our directors are em-
ploying multiple resources in their efforts to support, engage and inspire your students to continue to grow musically. We are fortu-
nate that many of the resources at our disposal are already paid for or free to use during this time. Unfortunately, this cannot be said 
for all of the innovative ways our directors are planning to bring more music into your students’ lives right now. Which is why the 
boosters are reaching out to help. 

We send you and your family all our best wishes and cannot wait to be sitting next to you at a concert again when it is safe to do so! 

 Warmly, 

Jackie & Heidi  

Booster Co-Presidents 

semsbandpresident@gmail.com 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=frX8OsWu1Lw
mailto:semsbandpresident@gmail.com

